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then                 AV = S x h
and                  B = AV X 0-         or
E = S x h x cr.
As h = L
E = S X or X L
Let us suppose that L is very great. As cr is
constant, the area S must become very small.
The larger is L, the smaller will be the cross
section of the crystal S, and the more will the
crystal tend to assume the acicular or the thin
needle-shaped form, suggesting, so to say, the
shape having the least resistance to penetration.
Such a form would seem to be the most suitable
during the " dynamic " stage of the process.
Let us assume now that the crystal has finished
growing, and that the crystallisation forces,
having exhausted themselves in the rearrange-
ment of molecules of a certain volume of matter,
have ceased to work. Can the external form
of such a crystal be considered now as stable ?
The crystal in that new or " static " stage is
submitted to the action of the same capillary
forces as during the " dynamic " stage ; but
the action of these forces, or, as we usually say,
of " surface tension/' will tend most to lessen
the total surface of the crystal and force it
to assume the form with a minimum area (49).
Such form will be, as demonstrated by Plateau,
that of a sphere. If the crystals are small,
such " spherodisation" will be accomplished